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Description

The carpel chameleon is onc
of thic small chameleon species.
Althoughmales can grow io 28 cen-
timeters m total length, they usu-
ally measure about 20 centimelers.
Specimens from lowland areas are
generally larger than those from
higher elevations. The head of this
chamelgon bears a low casque with
a sharp convex panetal crest. The
body is more or less homogeneously
scaléd, and only the throat and back
have small crests composed of coni-
cal scales. Occasionally there may
be some slightly enlarged plate-like
scales scattered on the body.

The main-colors seen in Ihlil 5[1:.;-
cies are gray, brown, greets "m }Il"t 7
low. but the Tangc of calors ﬂ'so
includes palé blue, red. and Orange.
The irregular patteri an the lmd‘y
is remimiscent of an oriental carpet
__ hence the common nanie ol'All'u.:
A dark, diverging radiant
f stripes origmates an the
nues over the sur-
rounding head. A narrow stripe;
which is usually white. stretches
from the casque to the (ail base, and
is decarated with three or four acel-
i resembling necklaces. The head
crests are often white. Females are
generally; more colorful than males:
the most colorful patterns. can be
seen in gravid females or during the
mating season.

gpecies.
pattern O '
eyelids and conti

Habitat

Furcifer laterdlis inhabits wet
savanna, as well as both dry and
humid forest. It:ean be found in the
canopies of trees. on shrubs. and in
grass meadows. but perhaps most
frequently in' bushes and hedges.
The elimate of the large and het-
erogencous range cannot be easily
described. Knowledge of the exact

5hooling out its tongue; Fhoto: . A Pre:

locality for a particular animal,
therefore, is helpful in establishing
appropriate caplive conditions.
Daytime (emperatures in the
region generally range between 18
and 25°C (65-77°F), and at lower

‘elevations can gol as high as 35°C
(95°F).  Nighttime temperatures
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range between 10 and 20°C (50-
68°F), and at higher elevitions can
g0 as low as 2°C (35.5°F).

Humidity in the daytime is gener-
ally above 60 percent and rises to at
least 90 percent at night. The aver-
age yearly precipitation is 2,000 mr
(950-3,500 mm) with a well-defincd
rainy season in winter.

Behavior

[urcifer lateralis is a nervous and
apgressive species.  Caplive speci-
mens must be housed individual-
ly. These chameleons direet their
aggression toward all ammal spe-
cies, not just their own kind. When
approached, a carpet chameleon
flattens its body laterally. holds its
front-feet together in a “pinching”
position, and lifts the forelegs. grasp-
ing the branch with its hind limbs
and tail. [t may open ils mouth and
hiss, and may bite if the other ani-
mal continues approaching. When
altacked or frightened, the carpet
chameleon sometimes. falls into a
state of akinesis.

Captive housing

- The terrarium for a carpet chame-
lean should accommodate the climb-
ing activity of this species: it must be

‘spacious, measuring about 40 x 30 x

G0centimeters (L x W x H) or miore.

Daily temperatures can riange
from 25 10 302C (77-86°F). but most
carpet chameleons seem to fecl best
at about 28°C (82.5°F): The wl-

erated maximum is 32°C (89.57F).

Normil room temperature at night
1s satisfactory, bul it can also be a
little lower.

High humidity (above 60 percent)
may be achieved by misting the ter-
ranum several|times a day. planting
vegetation, and by maintaining rela-
tively low ventilation.

Feeding -
Carpet chameleons can be difficul
feeders, They eat newbornmice, yel:

low mealworm larvae, or cockroach-

es only after several days of fasting.
Otherwise. crickets and wild-caught
insects are usually readily accepled.
Carpet chameleons tend to consume
large amounts of food, buticbesity is

rare in this species. \With frequent
misting, water intake is satisfactory
through licking droplets from veg-
clation.  Additional water may be
offered once a week with a syringe
or pipette.

Reproduction

When a male carpet' chamelcon
sees a female, it inflates its body
and quickly approaches while shuk-
ing its head: Males are nearly
always ready to mate, and care lit-
tle about the intimidation reaction
of the female. Alfemalerean sen-
ously bite the male. but hecan also
bite her back.

A receprive female is easily rec-
ognized by her unusually bright col-
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oration, as well as by showing no
signs of intimidation while slowly
moving away from the male. The
male quickly catches up and mounts
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her back. and the partners join clo-
acas. Copulation lasts from 5 1020
minutes. Mating usually occurs just
once. after which the female imme-
diately chases the male away.
Gestation Insts 30 to 32 days. A
female carpet chameleon lays 4 1o 23

eges (usually about 10). In- the wild,
the female lays her eggs inia nestbur-
row about 10 centimeters deep.  In
captivity, however, the eggs are often
scattered on the ground — the female
may deposit them while perching on
a branch. This behavior could be due

Baby carpet chameleon. Phote. Yilena

1o low substrate temperature. ' When
the substrate is heated to about 257¢
(77°F) the female almost always bur-
ies her eggs. A female can mate again
about 2 weeks after laying eges, In the
wild, female carpet chameleons appar-
ently lay eggs up to Sitimes a year,

The incubation period lasts from
154 to 378 days, depending ‘on the
temperature regime. Incubation has
been known to be problematic as
eggs do not develop when kept at a
constant lemperature.

Following is a safe way of incu-
bating eggs. The eggs should be
transferred (o) moist vermiculite
immediately alter they are laid, and
the temperature in the incubator
should be set to 25°C (77°F) for
the first 45/ days. The temperature
must then be lowered to 10-15°C
(50-39°1F) for about 4(days to allow
the eggs o hibernate. Thereafter,
the temperatire is raised (o about
27-28°C (R1-82.5°F). [Increasing
the temperature after a period of
hibernation initiates a phase of rap-
it embryonic development.

A detailed study of these phe-
nomena showed that' eggs can be
maintained at rest for up to 230
days and developmentstill resumes.
This certainly has)its purpose in the
wild. All eggs. nomatter when they
are laid, can develop at climatic
conditions that are most favorable
for the survival of offspring, The
young chameleons hatch at the
beginning of the warm and humid
summer — 80/to 120 ¢clays afier the
embryos have resumed  develop-
ment after the cool resting period.

‘Neonates measure 22-35 millime-

ters in total length.
Because of their aggressive nature,

“juvenile carpet chumeleons need 1o

be housed individually. Humidity
should be high, and'the best tem-
perature is 25°C (77°F). With good
conditions, and plenty of food and
water, the young thrive and grow
remarkably fast. Within 2 months,
they measure about 60 millimeters
in total length; within 3 months,
100 millimeters. The carpet chame-
leon reaches sexual maturity at4=0
months of age. A female can lay
eggs at 5 months of age.

“This speeies has an extremely short
life span, living only about a year in
the wild. In captivity, with good

- cdre, a carpet chameleon can live for

2-3 years: Females cease reproduc-

~ five activity after 4-9 clutches, but
. may live for-another year. i
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